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IN  PRAYER  —  Laura  PasiewicZ-fcenter),  a  junior  at  Mississippi  State  University  (MSU)  in  Starkville, 
leads  a  prayer  time  for  a  "family  group"  of  MSU  transfer  students  who  meet  weekly  for  Bible  study  and 
prayer  using  the  CrossSeekers  covenant.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


call  tor  college  students.  some  things  I  have  heard  of 

"It  helps  me  be  account-  since  Promise  Keepers,"  said 
able,"  agreed  Dax  Summerhill,  Heather  Dendy,  MSU  sopho- 
MSU  junior.  "I  have  (the  more.  "Committing  to 
CrossSeekers  covenant)  up  in  CrossSeekers  is  a  good  way  for 
my  bathroom  so  I'll  see  it  every  college  students  to  be  seen  out- 
day.  Praying  each  part  of  the  side  tt\e  usual  stereotype." 
covenant,  like  'Lord,  help  me  Students  or  those  who  work 
be  a  person  of  integrity/  is  a  with  college  students  can 
good  way  to  start  the  day."  receive  the  weekly 
Ken  Watkins,  MSU  BSU  CrossSeekers  e-mail  update  by 
director,  said  he  believes  the  sending  a  message  to  cscham- 
CrossSeekers  covenant  can  pion@bssb.com. 

"help  students  see  where  they  More  information  about 
are  'clogged  up  in  their  spiritu-  CrossSeekers  also  will  be  avail- 
al  life.' All  of  the  points  of  the  able  on  the  initiative's  Internet 
covenant  stand  before  you  and  site  (www.crossseekers.org) 
challenge  you.  They  can  help  which  is  expected  to  go  live  in 
you  keep  your  life  in  balance/  January  1998. 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  for 
International  Missions 
Goal:  $100,000,000 


Abortion  on  the  rise? 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  After  five  years  of  decline,  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  announced  Dec.  4  five  U.S.  abortion 
rate  appeared  to  edge  up  in  19%. 

While  national  statistics  were  not  yet  available  for  19%, 
preliminary  reports  from  state  and  local  health  departments 
suggest  a  five-year  downward  trend  in  the  abortion  rate  has 
reversed,  according  to  an  article  in  the  Dec.  5  New  York  Times. 

The  number  of  abortions  in  New  York  City  jumped  to 
97,800  last  year,  up  from  95,205  in  1995,  The  Times  reported.  In 
Florida,  an  8.1%  increase  from  1995  was  reported;  in  Texas,  the 
increase  was  4.7%;  in  Illinois,  the  numbers  grew  from  52300  in 
1995  to  53,613. 

The  latest  figures  come  on  the  heels  of  1995  CDC  statistics 
that  revealed  continuing  declines  in  the  number  of  reported 
abortions  since  1990. 

The  CDC  reported  just  over  1.2  million  abortions  being  per¬ 
formed  in  1995,  a  drop  of  4.5%  from  1994  and  a  decline  of  15% 
from  a  peak  in  1990,  and  the  lowest  rate  since  1975,  The  Times 
said.  An  estimated  35  million  abortions  have  been  performed 
since  the  1973  Roe  v.  Wade  Supreme  Court  ruling  legalizing 
abortion  across  the  U.S.. 

The  CDC  and  others  have  speculated  that  increased  contra¬ 
ceptive  use,  "decreased  access"  to  abortion  services,  and  an 
aging  population  contributed  to  the  decline. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


25-day  obseofcnce  planned 


More  than  40  moderate  Southern  Baptist  Convention  leaders  meet  at 
the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Airport  to  review  events  and  "look  for  ways  to 
retrieve  our  national  convention  from  the  hands  of  the  fundamentalists," 
according  to  a  press  release  issued  after  the  meeting. 


First  Church,  Columbia,  pastor  J.  Roy  McComb  reverses  the  usual 
order  of  the  offering  by  encouraging  church  members  to  take  money  from 
the  church's  offering  plate  and  give  it  to  needy  people  in  the  community. 
About  $2300  is  distributed. 


Gamblin 


turning? 


Pastor  A.E.  M4son  and  the  young  people  of  South  Side  Church, 
Meridian,  sponsor  a  "Young  People's  Spiritual  Retreat"  during  the  holi¬ 
days.  Guest  speaker  for  the  event  is  Clinton  Marlow  of  Miami.  All 
Lauderdale  County  youth  are  encouraged  to  attend. 


Baptists 


The  implausibility  of  the  Christmas  story 


This  is  how  the  birth  of  Jesus  came  about:  His  submit  to  a  physical  examina- 
mother  Mary  was  pledged  to  be  married  to  tion  to  disprove  her  incredu- 
Joseph,  but  before  they  came  together,  she  was  lous  claim  that  she  was  preg- 
found  to  be  with  child  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  nant  and  a  virgin  at  the  same 
Because  Joseph  her  husband  was  a  righteous  time. 

man  and  did  not  want  to  expose  her  to  public  The  atheist  would  argue 
disgrace,  he  had  in  mind  to  divorce  her  quietly,  that  since  there  is  no  God, 
But  after  he  had  considered  this,  an  angel  of  there  can  be  no  Son  of  God. 
the  Lord  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream  and  said,  The  sleep  researcher  would 
"Joseph,  son  of  David,  do  not  be  afraid  to  take  attest  that  since  dreams  are 
Mary  home  as  your  wife,  because  what  is  con-  nothing  more  than  the  brain 
ceived  in  her  is  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  She  will  randomly  misfiring  during 
give  birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are  to  give  him  the 
name  Jesus,  because  he  will  save  his  peo- 

Iple  from  their  sins. " 

Matt.  1:18-21  (NIV) 

■  fonder  for  a  moment  how 
■-^implausible  such  a  concept 
J.  must  appear  to  the  purely 
scientific  mind. 

Who  could  possibly  believe  a 
1,000  year-old  collection  of  5,000 
year-old  verbal  histories,  the  ori¬ 
gins  of  which  cannot  be  verified 
beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  would 
foretell  the  coming  of  a  Messiah 


*i  know  you  eeuEve 

IN  MISSIONS,  SAMIVty— 

BUT  I  “R6S6NT  YOUR 
LOTT  1 6”  MOOMIER-THAN-THOU 
MTITUP6  /  " 


Editor's 

Notebook 


gospel  message  is  grounded  in  u 

faith  (Rom.  1:17).  We  derive  our  y 

faith  from  accepting  that  mes¬ 
sage  (Rom.  10:17),  not  by  what 
we  sense  in  our  natural  world 
(2  Cor.  5:8). 

We  must  cover  with  faith  - 

everything  we  hold  to  be  true  (2  Ch.  20:20). 

We  know  that  with  faith,  nothing  is  impos¬ 
sible  (Matt.  17:2a  Mark  11:22). 

Faith  is  understanding  that  we  cannot 
understand  everything  (Heb  11:3),  and  yet 
we  must  still  be  willing  to  turn  control  of 
our  lives  over  to  God  (Psalm  97:10).  every 

Faith  is  accepting  with  all  your  heart  person  on  the 
that  God  is  who  he  says  he  is  in  his  Word;  globe  can  hear 
that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God;  that  Jesus  about  Jesus  before 
came  into  this  world  exactly  as  the  Bible  he  comes  again  — 
describes;  and  that  Jesus  is  everything  the  and  he  is  coming. 
Bible  says  he  is.  Our  Lord  has 

There  are  people  who  live  as  if  they  asked  us  to  share 
believe  every  word  of  that  statement.  They  both  our  faith 
call  themselves  Christians.  and  our  resources 

At  this  special  time  of  year  in  the  Christian  with  a  lost  world, 
world,  be  sure  to  make  special  time  to  share  After  what  he 
your  faith  with  someone  who  doesn't  know  did  for  us,  it's 
Jesus  as  the  Christ.  Show  them  by  word  and  the  least  we  can 
deed  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas.  do  for  him. 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


During  this  time  of  seemingly  endless 
gift-giving,  be  sure  your  gifts  really  count 
for  something. 

Give  your  faith  to  those  who  really  need  it, 
and  give  your  money  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions  so 
unsaved  *  .  a  W 
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I  have  taken  the  original  "Yes,  ... 

Virginia,  there  is  a  Santa  Claus ”  let-  II 

ter  and  given  it  a  little  twist  for  this 
Christmas  Reason.  It  was  amazing  to 
me  how  I  was  able  to  keep  most  of  the  wf 
original  wording  and  just  substitute  jgX 

God  for  Santa:  wa’' 

I'm  16  years  old.  Some  of  my  nk 
friends  say  there  is  no  God.  Papa 
says  I'm  old  enough  to  make  up 
my  own  mind.  Please  tell  me  the 
truth:  Is  there  a  God?  Thank  you, 

Virginia 

Virginia,  your  friends  are  wrong. 

They  have  been  affected  by  the 
skepticism  and  cvnicism  of  this  secular 
age.  They  do  not  believe  except  they  see, 
but  they  are  blind  because  of  their  sin. 

They  think  that  nothing  can  be  which  is 
not  comprehensible  by  their  little  minds. 

All  minds,  Virginia,  whether  they  be  men's 
or  women's,  are  little.  In  this  great  uni¬ 
verse  of  ours  man  is  a  mere  insect,  an  ant. 

His  intellect  is  indeed  minute,  especially 
compared  with  the  all-knowing  God.  Man 
is  incapable  of  grasping  the  whole  truth  on 
his  own. 

Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a  God.  He  exists  as 
certainly  as  love,  for  God  is  love;  generosi- 

Sr,  for  God  has  made  all  things  for  us;  and 
evotion,  as  God  loves  us,  cares  for  us,  and  life  purpose  and  peace.  Alas!  How  dreary 
desires  that  none  should  perish.  You  know  would  tne  world  be  if  there  were  no  God.  It 
that  these  things  abound  and  can  give  your  would  be  as  dreary  as  if  there  were  no 


Yes,  Virginia, 
there  is  a  God 

By  Mike  Fullilove 
Long  Beach 


I  world,  extinguishing  man's 
I  darkness. 

Not  believe  in  God!  You 
might  as  well  not  believe  in  mir¬ 
acles!  Your  papa  might  hire  men  to  watch 
the  evening  sky  for  God,  but  seeing  noth¬ 
ing  is  not  a  sign  that  there  is  no  God.  The 
most  real  things  in  the  world  are  those  that 
neither  children  nor  men  can  see.  God 
works  in  both  the  visible  and  invisible 
realms,  and  in  the  hearts  of  men  and 
women. 

No  God?  He  Is!  He  lives!  and  his  Son, 
Jesus,  also  lives  and  will  reign  forever.  A 
thousand  years  from  now,  ten  thousand 
years  from  now,  those  who  know  the  Lord 
and  have  accepted  him  as  Lord  and  Savior 
in  childlike  faith  will  live  with  him  eternal¬ 
ly.  Indeed,  he  will  make  your  heart  glad. 

This  Christmas  take  heart  Virginia,  cele¬ 
brate  the  greatest  gift  ever  given.  Celebrate 
the  birth  of  God's  Son.  Goa  gave  us  the  gift 
of  his  Son  Jesus  to  be  our  Savior  and  our 
Lord!  Hallelujah! 

Fullilove  is  a  former  member  of  First 
Church,  Long  Beach,  and  a  small  businessman. 
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Gallup  Poll:  parents  strong  influence  on  teens 


Parents  exert  the  most  influ-  between  parental  and  peer  to  just  16' 
ence  regarding  long-term  deci-  influence.  and  dad 

sions,  while  friends  win  the  Parents  also  provide  the  The 

day  in  the  short  term,  they  said,  greatest  input  in  whether  or  not  showed 
Gallup  researchers  divided  to  drink  (a0%)  and  whether  or  decrease: 
their  findings  on  who  influ-  not  to  have  sex  (48%).  “The 

ences  teen  behaviors  into  three  ♦  Similar  influence  between  report  tf 

categories:  parents  and  peers.  influenct 

♦  Strong  parental  influence.  Both  groups  are  influential  in  over  dec 
The  decisions  most  heavily  helping  teens  determine  whether  religious 

influenced  by  parents  are  those  or  not  to  smoke,  with  parents  having  : 

that  affect  the  teen's  future  and  strongest  for  47%  of  teens  and  choice  o! 

what  kind  of  person  he  or  she  peers  strongest  for  26%.  whom  to 

eventually  will  be,"  the  Similar  influences  shape  grow 
researchers  discovered.  whether  or  not  teens  date,  with  reported 

For  example,  the  highest  parents  still  holding  the  edge, 
degree  of  parental  influence,  45%  to  29%. 

77%,  shapes  whether  teens  go  The  influence  is  more  evenly 
to  college,  the  survey  found,  divided  concerning  what  teens 
That  compares  to  iust  a  5%  choose  to  read.  Parents'  influ- 
margin  of  influence  for  friends,  ence  matters  most  for  36  %  of 
Seventy  percent  of  teens  said  teens,  while  peers  influence 

-  their  parents  pro-  23%  the  most. 

vide  the  greatest  ♦  Strong  peer  influence, 

influence  regard-  Half  of  teens  said  their  friends 

ing  whether  or  not  provide  more  influence  than 
ttend  their  parents  regarding  whether 
vices,  they  should  cut  classes  from 
their  school,  with  parents  influential 
larily  for  only  one-tnird  of  teens, 
that  Friends  out-influence  par¬ 

ents  when  teens  determine 
are  whom  to  date,  44%  to  25%,  and 
rntial  concerning  the  way  they  wear 
s  in  their  hair,  47%  to  19%. 
that  Peer  pressure  is  strongest 

their  when  teens  choose  clothes,  with 
nth  a  59%  saying  their  friends  influ- 
ision  ence  them  the  most,  compared 
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"Teens  whose  parents  did 
not  attend  college  are  more 
likely  to  credit  tneir  parents 
with  greater  influence  over 
their  drinking  decisions, 
whether  or  not  to  have  sex  and 
whom  they  date,"  the  Gallup 
researchers  said  in  their 
"Emerging  Trends"  newsletter. 
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Follow  Christ’s  S 


Example 


Miss,  pro-life  emphasis  to  kick  off  Jan.  1 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


paign,  endorsed  through  a  res¬ 
olution  by  messengers  to  the 
1997  Mississippi  Baptist  Abortion 
Convention,  is  a  call  to  respon- 
ommission  sible  Christian  action  and  plea 
ng  Baptists  to  remember  the  over  35  mil- 
irticipate  in  lion  babies  who  have  lost  their 
nough,"  a  lives,"  he  said. 

Jones  recommended  that 
ississippi  Baptist  churches  and 


"Twenty-Five  is  Enough,"  the  To  secure  materials  for 
"Month  of  Prayer  to  End  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Sunday 
1"  in  Mississippi,  and  for  distribution  to  churches  and 
other  pro-life  activities  around  associations,  contact  the 
the  state,  contact  CAC  at  P.O.  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-  Religious  Liberty  Commission 
0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  at  901  Commerce  Street  #750, 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  Nashville,  TN  37203-3696. 
(800)  748-1651.  Telephone:  (615)  244-2495. 


across  the  state  to  participate  in 
"Twenty-Five  is  Enough,"  a 
nationwide  25-day  observance  of 
the  25th  anniversary  of  the  U.S. 

Supreme  Court's  Roe  V.  Wade  individual  Mississippi  Baptists: 
ana  Doe  V.  Bolton  decisions  that  ♦  establish  a  prayer  vigil 
legalized  abortion  in  America.  Jan.  1-25,  committed  to  daily 
"Mississippi  Governor  Kirk  prayer  that  legislative  and  judi- 
Fordice  has  proclaimed  January  cial  leaders  will  affirm  the  sanc- 
1998  as  'Month  of  Prayer  to  End  tity  of  human  life. 

Abortion'  in  the  state  of  ♦  pray  continually  during  a 
Mississippi,  and  he  will  formally  single  25-hour  period  to  end 
announce  the  proclamation  Jan.  abortion  in  America. 

5  at  1  p.m.  on  the  south  steps  of  ♦  attend  and  support  local 
the  New  Capitol,"  said  Paul  G.  observances. 

Jones,  CAC  executive  director.  ♦  attend  and  support  the 

The  campaign  has  also  been  statewide  candlelight  prayer 
endorsed  by  tne  leaders  in  the  vigil  that  begins  at  5  p.m.  on 
state's  other  major  religious  Saturday,  Jan  17,  on  the  south 
denominations,  all  statewide  steps  of  the  New  Capitol 
elected  officials,  both  U.S.  sena-  Building  in  Jackson, 
tors  from  Mississippi,  and  four  ♦  encourage  in  their  local 
of  five  U.S.  congressmen  repre-  churches  the  use  of  Sanctity  of 
senting  the  state,  Jones  reported.  Human  Life  lessons  and  materi- 
The  observance  coincides  als  in  Sunday  School  on  Jan.  18. 
with  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  ♦  discuss  in  Discipleship 
Sunday  on  Jan.  18  in  churches  Training  and  other  study 
across  the  Southern  Baptist  groups  the  meaning  and  pur- 
Convention.  pose  of  human  life. 

"CAC  is  calling  upon  the  ♦  encourage  pastors  to 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  preach  on  the  sanctity  of 
Baptist  Convention  to  support  numan  life  during  the  pro- 
and  participate  in  the  prayer  claimed  "Month  of  Prayer  to 
vigil  and  awareness  campaign  End  Abortion,"  especially  on 
marking  the  twenty-five  years  Jan.  18  for  Sanctity  of  Human 
since  the  legalization  of  abor-  Life  Sunday, 
tion  in  our  nation.  The  cam-  For  more  information  on 


Foundation  board  meets 


Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  board  of  trustees  attending  a 
meeting  Dec.  4  at  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  included  (back  row,  from  left) 
Robert  Maddux,  Paul  Breazeale,  Joe  Gary,  Barry  Hardy,  Kearney  Travis,  (front  row, 
from  left)  Bob  Ross-treasurer,  E.E.  Laird  Jr.-president,  Chid  lofton-vice  president, 
and  Ron  Logan-secretary.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Lottie  bearing  fruit  through  Miss,  student 


As  part  of  a  high  school  class  father  would  not  hear  of  it.  Once  again  his  prayers  were 

assignment,  Yoshi  had  to  attend  After  his  conversion,  Yoshi  answered  and  he  was  allowed 
services  at  a  Christian  church  still  dreamed  of  coming  to  to  stay  in  Hattiesburg  and  pur- 
and  write  about  what  hap-  America.  Through  Sullivan's  sue  a  Spanish  major. 

Eened.  So  he  went  to  the  family  in  Hattiesburg,  Yoshi  "Now  I  live  very  far  from 
aptist  church  that  is  part  of  the  was  able  to  make  contact  with  my  family,  but  through  the  BSU 
high  school.  the  (ELI)  at  USM.  Foreign  stu-  I  have  been  able  to  meet  godly. 

That  was  the  beginning  of  a  dents  from  the  world  over  faithful  friends,"  he  said, 

journey  that  led  to  his  accept-  come  to  ELI  to  learn  English  Yoshi  is  very  active  in  BSU. 
ing  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  before  enrolling  in  American  He  has  even  gone  on  a  mission 
Savior.  colleges  and  universities.  trip  to  Guatemala,  and  he  plans 

"1  wanted  to  learn  English  and  "I  begged  my  father  to  give  to  go  on  another  mission  trip  to 
the  Baptist  Casev  would  help  me,"  he  said.  me  just  one  year,"  he  said.  This  Canada  this  spring.  He  is  very 
Student  Union  In'  addition,  attending  time,  Christian  friends  were  aware  of  his  unique  testimony 
(BSU)  on  the  church  services  opened  up  the  praying  for  Yoshi,  and  his  for  Christ  and  wants  to  be  a 
campus  of  the  Bible  to  Yoshi.  He  wanted  to  father  gave  in.  positive  witness. 

University  of  learn  more,  so  he  talked  with  "The  Lord  was  paving  the  "I  met  two  other  Japanese 
Southern  the  missionaries.  way,"  Yoshi  said.  students  here.  I  have  to  show 

Mississippi  "They  told  me  to  trust  the  After  five  months  at  ELI,  them  what  I  believe,  and  I 
(USM)  there  is  Lord  with  all  my  heart,"  Yoshi  Yoshi  passed  the  English  profi-  think  I  can  witness  to  them," 
living  proof  of  said.  "I  thought  this  was  a  good  ciency  test  which  meant  he  was  he  said. 

the  effectiveness  wav  to  think  about  life."  ready  to  attend  an  American  As  a  member  of  First 

of  LMCO  in  the  During  this  time  Yoshi  was  college  or  university.  He  also  Church,  Hattiesburg,  Yoshi 
form  of  a  smiling  having  a  lot  of  personal  prob-  scored  high  on  his  college  has  been  given  the  opportuni- 
freshman  from  lems.  entrance  exams.  ty  to  give  to  the  Lottie  Moon 

"I  had  problems  with  school  By  now  he  had  gotten  offering. 

Yoshi  Fujii  is  a  and  with  my  faintly  as  a  teen,"  involved  at  the  BSU  and  begun  That  means  the  offering  has 
even  to  the  point  of  being  to  learn  more  about  Baptists  come  full  circle,  at  least  in  one 
severely  depressed,  he  recalled,  and  Christians  in  America.  Japanese  student's  life.  He  is  a 

"It  was  my  Christian  friends  "I  was  serious  when  I  was  living  example  of  the  effec- 
who  helped  me.  They  saved  my  baptized,"  Yoshi  said.  "I  tiveness  of  this  offering  for 
life,  really!"  he  said.  thought  I  knew  a  lot  about  missions  —  human  lives 

Through  the  witness  of  the  Christianity,  but  after  I  got  here  changed  by  Christ  that  in  turn 
Johnsons,  whom  he  calls  his  I  found  out  how  little  I  knew  reach  out  and  change  other 
is  American  parents  in  Japan,  and  how  much  American  human  lives. 

Yoshi  made  a  profession  of  Christians  know.  ^ 

"Before,  I  never  thought  ¥  ^  i  a  {3  I 

about  using  alcohol  or  smoking  Wr  f  1 

as  being  wrong."  I  —  I  V 

Bible  and  how  to  live  as  a  Yoshi  and  ms  friends  began  *  f  ^ 

through  Christian,"  he  said.  praying  that  his  father  would 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Most  Mississippians  who 
give  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions  (LMCO) 
don't  anticipate  seeing  the  fruit 
_  _ _ of  their  gift  —  a 


Fukuoka,  Japan 
Yoshi  Fujii  ic 

,  20-year-old 

Spanish  major. 

He  has  been  at  USM  since 
March  1996,  when  he  entered  whohel] 
the  English  Language  Institute 
(ELI)  for  a  five  month  course  in 
the  English  language. 

Though  Yoshi's  family 
Buddhist,  he  attended  Seman 

Gakuin  High  School,  a  faith  in  Christ  and  was  bap- 
Christian  school  founded  by  tized  in  November  1995. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  "I  started  to  learn  about  the 
(SBC)  missionary  C.  K.  Dozier 
and  supported  f 
LMCO. 

As  a  result,  Yoshi  got  to  a  Christian)  everything  started 
know  David  and  Robin  to  work  out.  I  realized  I  can  get 
Johnson,  SBC  missionaries  to  over  any  problem  with  him  (tne 
Japan,  and  a  journeyman  from  Lord)." 

Hattiesburg  named  Casey  His  long-held  dream  was  to 
Sullivan,  a  graduate  of  Baptist-  come  to  America, 
affiliated  William  Carey  Yoshi  had  tried  earlier  to  talk 

College  in  Hattiesburg.  his  father  into  letting  him  come  time,  but - . 

Robin  Johnson,  also  a  to  America  as  a  high  school  wanted  to  show  my  father  that 
Mississippian,  is  from  Columbus,  exchange  student,  but  his  I  could  do  the  work." 


father  on  the  phone,"  Yoshi  A  II  II  f  I III 

said.  "I  worked  hard  for  the  ELI  ^  1  ■  ■ 

test  and  for  the  ACT.  Most  of  .  .  . 

my  friends  at  ELI  could  not  get  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 

a  good  enough  grade  the  first  offering  for  international 
time,  but  I  could,  he  said.  I  ,  . 


Missions 
Goal:  $100,000,000 


MBHC  sets  Feb.  church  anniversary  workshop 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  cant  anniversaries,  all  churches  are  invited. 
Commission  (MBHC)  will  conduct  an  McMillan  reported  a  total  of  34 
anniversary  workshop  Feb.  20  on  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  representing 
Mississippi  College's  Clinton  campus  to  4,425  years  of  combined  service  nave  cele- 
assist  churches  planning  celebrations  of  brated  significant  anniversaries  in  1997, 
significant  anniversaries  during  1998-2000.  with  an  MBHC  representative  in  atten- 

"Our  last  workshop  was  very  popular,  dance  to  present  a  letter  of  commendation 
with  attendees  receiving  hints  about  the  and  a  certificate  of  appreciation, 
value  of  celebrating  a  significant  anniversary  Records  indicate  52  Mississippi  Baptist 

(100, 125, 159, 175,  and  200  years);  the  options  churches  have  significant  anniversaries  in 
of  scheduling  a  basic,  intermediate,  or  com¬ 
prehensive  anniversary;  and  the  methodolo¬ 
gy  of  planning  an  anniversary,"  said  Edward 
L.  McMillan,  MBHC  executive  secretary'. 

The  workshop  will  run. from  9:30  a.m.- 
3:30  p.m.,  and  will  feature  a  popular  section 
entitled,  "The  Nuts  and  Bolts  of  Writing  a 
Church  History."  Registrants  will  also: 

—  view  the  comprehensive  resources 
available  at  the  Mississippi  College  Library 
for  research  and  writing  church  histories. 

—  hear  representatives  of  First  Church, 

Canton,  which  recently  planned  and  cele¬ 
brated  a  significant  anniversary. 

—  talk  with  the  anniversary  cofhmittee 
of  First  Church,  Kosciusko,  which  is 
putting  together  the  church's  1998  sesqui- 
centennial  celebration. 

'Although  the  workshop  is  specifically 
designed  for  churches  celebrating  signifi- 


pi  Baptist  church  anniversaries 

(by  church,  association) 

125  years 

Ashland,  BentOR-Tippah 
First-Sand  Hill,  Greene 
First-State  Line,  Wavne 
Holly  Springs,  Marion 
Lincoln  Association 
Mt.  MOriah,  Benton/Tippah 
Mt.  Olive,  Chickasaw 
Pleasant  Grove,  Lincoln 
Pope,  Panola 


150  years 

Bethel,  Winston 
Bethlehem,  Scott 
Enterprise,  Clarke 


100  years 

Amity,  Chickasaw 
Bethlehem,  Alcorn 
Clear  Branch,  Rankin 
Ethel,  Attala 
First-Brooklyn,  Lebanon 
Montevista,  Webster 


December  18, 1997 
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Ala.  smear  campaign  has  Miss,  connection 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP  —  Anti-gam-  people.  The  question  is  who  wi 
bling  leaders  say  a  recent  smear  campaign  the  people  it  the  politicians  an 
against  an  Alabama  moral  concerns  leader  are  brokering  to  use  gambling  a; 
provides  a  textbook  example  of  how  far  munities." 
gamblers  will  go  to  expand  their  interests.  The  case  in  Alabama  madt 
Dan  Ireland,  former  president  of  the  when  a  pair  of  letters,  suppose 
Alabama  Baptist  State  Convention  and  to  Ireland  on  Casino  Magic  stati 
executive  director  of  the  Alabama  Citizens  circulated  in  September  to  state 
Action  Program  (ALCAP),  said  anony-  In  October  the  same,  unsigi 
“mous  letters  linking  him  to  a  casino  were  appeared  in  the  mailboxes  of 
an  attempt  to  defame  him.  3,(KX)  Alabama  Baptist  pastors. 

"The  effort  was  geared  to  discredit  my  However,  an  investigatio 
credibility  and  ALCAP' s,"  Ireland  said  of  Alabama  Baptist  newsjoum, 
phony  letters  alleging  contributions  to  the  denials  from  Casino  Magic  offi 
organization  from  a  Mississippi  casino  ties  to  the  letters.  The  report  al 
company.  The  donations  were  supposedly  that  the  firm  has  an  interest  in  a 
to  thwart  competition  from  springing  up  in  in  Mobile,  in  case  gambling  is 
Alabama.  the  state. 

"If  the  intent  was  to  divide  our  ranks,  it  The  newspaper  also  pointed 
boomeranged,"  Ireland  said.  "It  opened  inconsistencies  in  the  unsigned 
the  public's  eyes  to  the  kind  of  people  a  cover  sheet  that  went  to  pasl 
they’re  dealing  with.  I  think  (the  opposi-  from  two  different  cities,  the  ] 
tion)  thought  they  could  bring  enough  ried  no  return  address, 
pressure  on  me  to  step  aside."  Ireland  said  he  first  became  < 

Paul  Jones,  executive  director  of  the  matter  when  an  Associated  Pr 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  called  this  summer  to  ask  for  a 
Commission,  said  Ireland's  long  record  of  Although  the  reporter  admi 
integrity  and  effectiveness  made  him  a  nat-  ters  had  been  given  to  him  by 
ural  target  for  gamblers.  lobbyist,  he  refused  to  show 

"This  isn't  an  issue  of  Dan,  it's  an  issue  ALCAP  leader,  saying  they  hac 
of  proponents  of  gambling  who  are  willing  to  him  in  confidence.  Co 
to  pervert  the  truth  and  go  to  any  means  to  Ireland  said  he  couldn't  comm 
achieve  their  ends,"  said  Jones,"  a  leading  had  never  seen  them, 
critic  of  the  gambling  industry.  The  first  mailing  generatt 

One  reason,  observed  Tom  Grev,  execu-  reaction  from  legislators,  ma 
tive  director  of  the  National  (Coalition  assistance  to  combat  the  sm< 
Against  Legalized  Gambling  (NCALG),  is  One  told  Ireland,  "Dan,  you  c 
gambling'slack  of  grassroots  support.  should  not  be  attacked  like  tl 

"It's  driven  from  the  top  down,"  said  disagree  on  issues  without 
Grey,  a  United  Methodist  minister  who  vicious  and  slanderous  attack.' 
lives  near  Chicago.  "They  don't  have  any  If  anything,  the  phony  1< 
popular  support.  George  doesn't  say  to  ALCAP  S  position  stronger,  s 
Ethel  over  morning  coffee,  'You  know,  who  holds  a  master's  degree 
what  Alabama  needs  is  off-track  betting.'  Orleans  Seminary  and  a  docto 
It's  their  dollars  and  muscle  against  our  from  Samford  University  in  I 


It  you  re  going  to  tight  ^ 
an  issue,  you  re  putting  a  S 
question  mark  on  your  y  HV 

own  credibility,"  A  \ 

Ireland  said  of  accept-  f  Ji|j|  | 

ing  questionable  dona-  ^ 

tions.  "If  you're  going 
to  fight  gambling,  you 
don't  need  to  be  taking 
money  or  other  support  from  gamblers." 

Jones  said  the  Alabama  case  poses  a 
warning  to  the  church  to  not  engage  in 
similar  tactics. 

"Christians  are  very  good,  anytime 
there's  an  issue  we  oppose,  with  rising  up 
and  not  calling  it  blessed,  but  sometimes 
we  go  after  the  person  instead  of  the 
issue,"  he  pointed  out. 


Gambling  tide  may  be  turning,  but  battles  remain 


gambling  can't  adopt  every  tac¬ 
tic  of  the  opposition.  Whether 
time  or  money,  anti-gambling 
forces  must  use  their  resources 
wisely,  he  said. 

"Our  challenge  is  to  capture 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  peo¬ 
ple,"  he  said. 

"The  church  doesn't  func¬ 
tion  as  the  competition  does, 
thank  God.  When  we  spend  all 
our  time  lobbying,  we  get  away 
from  our  purpose  and  lose  our 
strength,"  Jones  stressed. 


legalization  of  gambling  rolled 
back  in  certain  states. 

At  present,  only  a  few  states 
have  no  form  of  legalized  gam¬ 
bling.  Thirty-seven  states  and 
the  District  of  Columbia  have 
lotteries,  while  more  than  two 
dozen  have  casinos.  • 

Fighting  the  influence  of 
gambling,  which  claimed  $586 


HANOVER,  Ill.  (BP)  —  After  utive  director  of  the  National 
five  years  of  battling  legalized  Coalition  Against  Legalized 
gambling,  Tom  Grey  said  the  Gambling  (NCALG),  which 
tide  is  turning  against  the  pas-  was  founded  in  1994.  "It's  a 
time  that  once  was  predicted  to  major  victory  when  they  aren't 
be  the  "wave  of  the  future."  expanding  anymore." 

"When  I  started  in  1992,  However,  anti-gambling 
gambling  was  called  a  great  forces  cannot  relax  their  efforts, 
force  of  history,"  said  the  exec-  said  Grey,  who  hopes  to  see  the 


billion  in  wagers  last  year,  will 
only  happen  with  the  leader¬ 
ship,  commitment,  and  power 
of  Christians,  said  the  NCALG 
director. 

The  church's  resources  and 
vision  are  necessary  to  con¬ 
vince  people  to  fight.  Grey  said. 
He  said  it  requires  a  very'  inten¬ 
tional,  educational  campaign  to 
inform  the  public  about  gam¬ 
bling's  dangers. 

According  to  the  Maryland- 
based  organization,  studies 
show  that  For  every  dollar  gam¬ 
bling  produces  for  a  regional 
economy,  three  dollars  are  lost 
because  of  economic  and  social 
costs.  The  NCALG  said  it  also 
damages  local  businesses, 
because  every  $100  spent  in  a 
slot  machine  is  $100  that  won't 
be  spent  in  restaurants,  theaters 
or  stores. 

Paul  Jones,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Mississippi  Baptists' 
Christian  Action  Commission, 
cautioned  those  who  oppose 


k  'PartcJPtace 

'Baptist  Church 

Pearl /Brandon 

Music  Ministry 

presents: 

Christmas  at  the  Park " 


BR  announces 
holiday  schedule 


WAPT  -  December  24th  -  midnight 
and  December  25th  -  6:00  a.m. 


ACTS  Channel  -  December  25th  -  6:00  p.m 


For  churches  that  publish  special  paces,  any  information  that 
must  appear  before  the  Jan.  1  issue  should  be  included  in  the  Dec. 
18  issue.  Church  special  pages  for  the  Jan.  1  issue  must  arrive  at 
Cain  Lithographers  no  later  than  12  noon  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  30. 

For  more  information,  contact  The  Baptist  Record  at  (601)  968- 
3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651.  Church  special  page 


Every  Wednesday  at  7:00  p.m.  and 
every  Sunday  morning  at  8:00  a.m. 
until  Christmas 
on  Rankin  County  Cable 
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Make  Your  Money 
Work  For  You. 


Call  Your  Preferred  Risk  Insurance 
Representative  Today. 


Ask  about  our  Church,  Life,  and  Auto  Insurance 


PREFERRED  RISK  INSURANCE 

ivww  preferred  n\l<  com 


Baptists  unite  in  region  where  Carey  worked 


J  according  to  a  report  by  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance. 

/  Their  reconciliation  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  a  service  attended  by  more 
than  500  Baptists  —  many  of  whom 
traveled  all  nignt  by  bus  —  Nov.  8  at  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral,  Calcutta,  featuring  a 
choir  of  youth  from  the  former  factions. 

Denton  Lotz,  BWA  general  secretary, 
congratulated  the  group  on  behalf  of  the 
alliance's  191  member  bodies  around  the 
world. 

"We  rejoice  with  you  in  the  magnificent 
way  in  wnich  the  Holy  Spirit  has  moved  to 
bring  it  together,"  Lotz  said. 


LAUREL 

The  Vantage  Group.  Inc . 

LOUISVILLE 

Louisville  Insurance  Agency 


Jackie  Pate  Agency... 
The  Marketplace.  Inc 


649-8843 


George  Alliston  Agency 
Martha  Via  Agency . 


824-9000 

824-0070 


Lumberton  Insurance  Agency . 796-8134 


Jennifer  Granger  Agency 


Donnie  Weeks  Agency 


250-1000 


Bruce  Insurance  Agency 


Tina  Bailey  Agency . . 

Talmadge  Smith  Agency... 

Eddie  Sullivan  Agency . 

Fred  Watson  Agency . 

UMIQH 

Gardner's  Ins.  Agency,  Inc 


842-0009 

842-9670 

844-4065 

842-0009 


Wood  Insurance  Agency 


843-4004 


482-8109 

482-8868 


774-8202 


Tri-County  Ins.  Agency 


Causey.  Eddleman&  Phillips 


Joiner-West  &  Associates 


James  Rhea  Agency 


Kent  Johnson  Agency 


Wiggins  Insurance  Agency 


Oxford  Insurance  Agency 


928-2080 


234-441 1 


Hunt  Insurance  Agency 


Philadelphia-Security  Ins. 


Dennis  Basden 

Sr.  Career  Sales  Manager 
P.O.  Box  54306 
Jackson.  MS  39208 
601-939-9300 

Douglas  Dickey,  CIC 

Sr.  Independent  Marketing  Rep 
P.O.  Box  54306 
Jackson.  MS  39208 
601-936-0023 


656-4401 


Indianola  Insurance  Agency 


939-0102 


Susan  Acy  Agency . 

Boyles.  Moak  &  Brickell 
Community  Insurance 
Estes  &  Associates  Inc  . 
Ruth  Granger  Agency . 
Steve  Rutland  Agency.. 


922-2888 

982-4700 

352-9333 

372- 5554 

373- 7884 
922-2888 


Allen  Brothers  Ins.  Agency 
Betty  Dye  Agency . 


489-564 1 
489-0345 


Janice  Douglas  Agency 
Gay  Hudson  Agency.... 
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Interiors.  Inc. 


VINYL  SIDING 


Macedonia  Church  GAs 


Henry,  Mobley,  Davis,  Potts,  Alford 


First  Church,  Vancleave,  Laken  Holt,  Chellie 
held  its  95th  Homecoming  McWilliams,  Jessica  Stewart; 
Celebration  Sunday  on  Sept.  28.  (middle  row)  Amanda  Lee, 
Recognized  for  being  at  the  Whitney  Richards,  Sara 
church  longer  than  any  other  Daughdrill,  Erin  Dueitt,  Corey 
present  member  were  Lula  Odom  and  Holly  Seal;  (back 
Moore,  (left)  and  Hazel  Vaughn  row)  Brenda  McWilliams, 
(right).  Ministers  present  were  leader,  and  Paula  Pritchard, 
(from  left)  Jimmy  Henry,  minis-  director.  Acteens  are  (from  left) 
ter  of  students  (1996-present);  Melinda  McGregor,  director; 
Patrick  Mobley,  minister  of  Holly  McGregor,  Queen  with 
music  (1983-1988),  presently  in  Scepter;  Amy  Hicks,  Queen; 
Pensacola,  Fla.;  Randy  C.  Davis,  Amanda  Meadows,  Queen 
pastor  (1979-1992),  presently  in  with  Scepter.  Not  pictured  is 
Morristown,  Term.;  Greg  Potts,  Ashley  Smith,  Queen  with 
pastor  (1993-j>resent);  and 


Macedonia  Church  Acteens 


Moore  and  Vaughn 


New  Orleans  Seminary  will  Gulfport,  will  observe  the  Lord's 
host  the  annual  Church  Music  Supper  during  a  candlelight  ser- 
Svmposium  on  Jan.  12-15.  Guest  vice  on  Christmas  Eve  at  6  p.m. 
clinicians  will  be  Simon 

Carrington,  founder  of  the  "The  Night  Christ  Was 
renowned  British  vocal  ensem-  Bom"  will  be  presented  at 
ble.  The  King's  Singers;  Randall  Branch  Church,  Morton,  Dec. 
Bradley,  coordinator  of  the  20  at  7  p.m.  and  Dec.  21  at  6 
Church  Music  Department  at  p.m.  Norman  Huggins  is  direc- 
Oklahoma  Baptist  University  in  tor.  James  E.  Watts  is  pastor.  For 
Shawnee,  Okla.;  and  Gerald  Ray,  more  information,  call  (601) 
music  minister  at  First  Church,  732-2918  or  732-8503. 

Houston.  Cost  will  be  $90.  For 

additional  information,  contact  Calvary  Church,  Anchorage, 
the  Division  of  Church  Music  Alaska,  will  celebrate  its  50th 
Ministries,  New  Orleans  Baptist  anniversary  Feb.  13-15.  Former 
Theological  Seminary,  3939  members  are  requested  to  con- 
Gentilly  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  LA  tact  Denise  Rose  at  3200 
701 264858;  or  call  (504)  282-4455.  Shamrock  St.,  Anchorage,  Alaska 

99504,  or  call  (90 7)  338-7738.  E- 
Bayou  View  Church,  mail:  Oreo@Alaska.net. 


Children's  Mission  in  Action  Philippines,  as  a  Mission 
of  First  Church,  Waynesboro,  Action  Project.  The  children 
collected  monies  from  different  also  sent  a  check  for  $100  for 
classes  and  organizations  of  the  this  project.  Pictured  (from  left) 
church  to  purchase  a  cow  for  are  Scott  Strickland,  Sheri 
Jeff  Palmer,  missionary  to  the  Blackledge,  Victoria  Waites, 

Erica  Sumrall,  Dustin  Freeman, 
Derek  Roberts,  Cade  Clanton. 
Not  Pictured  are  Lynnsey 
||P Dearman  and  Jared  Strickland. 


Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


f  Check  ^ 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 

k  Buy! 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  *  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


SAVE  NOW 


•  ROOFING 
•ROOM ADDITION  iy\ 

{3r50 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  1 5  Passenger,  // 

Gas  or  Diesel  o 

NO  CDL  Required  _ 1 

72"  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 


SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,' Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Since  1953 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 
501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passenger: 
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Names  in  the  News 


Baptist  College  News 


The  Road  to 
Everlasting 
Life 


EVERLASTING  LIFE 

I  God  intends 

for  all  his  children  to 
live  with  him  forever, 
but  the  road  to  everlasting  life 
is  blocked.  To  find  that  road 
you  must: 


Admit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

There  is  none  righteous,  not 
even  one.  (Rom.  1:10) 


limmy  Welch  was  recently  honored  by  Oak  Hill  Church, 
Pontotoc,  with  a  special  service  and  reception  for  50  years  in  the 
ministry.  The  deacons  of  Oak  Hill  Church  presented  him  with  a  gold 
watch  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  church.  The  11  a.m.  message 
was  delivered  by  his  son  Jerry  Welch.  His  granddaughter  Lauren 
honored  him  with  a  special  song.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Bill  Russell, 
former  chairman  of  deacons;  Irvin  Frankhouser,  chairman,  Welch, 
and  George  Stewart,  director  of  missions. 


Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

Cod  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  uS,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us.  (Rom.  5:8) 


Victor  Walsh  (right),  a  McComb  dentist,  was  licensed  to  the  min¬ 
istry  by  Bluff  Springs  Church,  Magnolia,  Nov.  16.  Walsh  is  serving 
as  interim  pastor  of  Bluff  Springs  Church. 

S  '■  Hilda  Causey  Morgan  has 

j  been  faithful  in  reading  her 
Bible  every  day  for  50  years. 
tHJ*  ;,***  M  Bethel  Church,  Mississippi 

ispr  .  ,  If-Wok  pB  Association,  honored  her  with  a 

':f  \  U|  special  recognition  and  certifi- 

rV„  f  I  cate  presented  b\  lames  Sadlei 

i  \]  jJ  pastor,  on  Sept.  21.  Morgan, 

h  who  was  bom  March  27,  192b, 

%  J  joined  Berwick  Church  in  Sept. 

\  K ‘ir>d  began  her  commit- 

74 :  ■JUKI  ment  to  daily  Bible  reading.  On 

Nov.  4,  1$50,  she  married 
Robert  Lee  Morgan  and  the 
next  day  moved  her  letter  to 


Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  lesus  as  Lord,  and 
believe  in  your  heart  that  Cod 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  be  saved.  (Rom.  10:9) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


William  Carey  College  stu¬ 
dent,  Jon  Celoria  of  Smithdale, 
was  awarded  the  prestigious 
Rotary  Ambassadorial 

Fellowship, 
according  to 
the  Rotary 
F  o  u  n  d  a  t  i  o  n 
of  Rotary  mK 
Internation-  *1*  * 
al.  Celoria,  a  *  n 
senior  history  | 
major, 
received  the  j 
scholarship 

which  will  Celoria 

allow  him  to 

attend  any  school  in  the  world 
all  expenses  paid  for  one  year. 


All  types  of  Baptist  printing 
under  one  roof. 

❖  Letterheads  ❖  Brochures 
❖  Business  Cards  ❖  Newsletters 
and  more  at  wholesale  prices! 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 


Safen  is  our  first  priority 


Call  today  for  more  information 


(601)  355-5029 


Mike  Rice,  a  graduate  of 
William  Carev  College  and  a 
teacher  at  Stringer  Attendance 
Center  (SAC),  was  named  the 
1997  Nortel  Rural 

Telecommunications  Teacher  of 
the  Year.  Rice  created  a  series  of 
after  school  programs  teaching 
aviation  science  and  math, 
using  the  Internet  and  computer 
flight  simulation.  His  innovative 
education  efforts,  open  to  all 
students  in  grades  4  through  1 2, 
led  to  a  special  place  in  history 
when  his  students  became  the 
first  class  to  be  linked  to  the 
space  shuttle  via  the  Internet. 

Mississippi  College  will 
begin  registration  for  tne  1998 
spring  semester  on  Jan.  12  in  the 
B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center.  For 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  wofd.  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  Ofder  except  on  contract  advertising  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone 
number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  Only  written  ads  accepted 


RESUMES  ARE  BEING  ACCEPTED  PART  TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  with  30  years  medical  experience 
by  Green  Valles  Baptist  Church  of  Woodland  Baptist  church  ATTN:  Loren  Information  by  your  inspection  visit 
Henderson,  Nevada  for  a  Senior  Pastor  Meeder  3033  Ridge  Road,  Colurpbus,  and  private  interview.  Call  for 
and  a  Minister  of  Music  by  )an.  15,  MS  39701 .  Tel:  (601 )  327-6689  appointment,  Edwards,  MS  (601) 

1998.  Send  resumes  to  Mike  Farnham,  PART  TIME  OR‘*BIVOCATIONAL  852-2010. 

Chairman  of  Senior  Pastor  Search  Youth  Minister  wanted:  First  Baptist  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries. 
Committee  or  Larrv  Reynolds,  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  Mississippi,  steeples.  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 
Chairman  of  Music  Pastor  Search  Send  resume  to  Personnel  1-800-830-0583.  ' 

Committee,  270  N.  Valle  Verde  Dr.  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church,  PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and 
Henderson,  NV  89014.  Crystal  Springs,  MS  39059  Phone"  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/ 

PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN’S  MINISTER  (601)892-1149.  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat 

wanted  for  Village  Baptist  Church  in  CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pul-  Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
Oklahoma  City.  Masters  degree  irom  pit-'  judicial  robes  paraments.  MUR-  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson 
seminary  preferred.  Will  consider  lull-  PHY  ROBES/Mac  s  Robes,  Charles  (601 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965. 
time  experience  in  lieu  oi  Masters.  Send  McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer.  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
resume  to  S.  Taylor,  10600  N.  May  Ave.,  Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS.  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 

Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120  PERSONAL  CARE/ASSISTEO  Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games!  LIVING  Available  in  Private  upscale  FIRST  ALERT  SECURITY  SYSfEMS 
Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  home.  24  hours  -  7  day  full  service  installed  ScoM-free  (Scott  Alarm  Co.) 
Outdoors.  (601 )  722-9000.  administered  by  owner-operator  Call  lane  (601 )  355-3733. 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Worshipping  the  Savior 

Matthew  1:18-2:33 


By  Edna  Martin  Ellison _ 

Christmas  celebrates  the 
birth  of  Jesus,  and  worship  is 
the  best  way  to  celebrate  his 
birth.  This  week  we  focus  on 
three  wise  men,  the  Magi,  who 
came  to  worship  Jesus. 

Sincere  Desire  to  Worship 
the  Savior  (2:1-12).  After  Jesus 
was  bom  (some  say  up  to  two 
years  afterward).  Magi  came  to 
Jerusalem  searching  for  the 
Christ  child.  Since  they  came 
from  east  of  Jerusalem,  they 
were  likely  to  be  Gentiles,  not 
Jews.  The  Magi  show  that  the 

fospel  is  for  all.  Imagine  the 
edication  to  travel  many  miles 
following  a  bright  star!  Isaiah 
60:3  predicts  ^'Nations  will 


Ellison 


come  to  your  light 
and  kings  to  the 
brightness  of  your 
dawn."  They  pro-  Elli: 
claimed  the  Christ  who  ^ 

had  been  "bom  king  of  the 
Jews"  (v.  2).  They  went  to  King 
Herod  and  asked  directions  to 
the  child.  They  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  worship  him! 

Herod's  family  were  natives 
of  Idumaea,  south  of  Jerusalem, 
and  had  been  in  power  in  Judea 
for  years.  His  father,  appointed 

grocurator  by  Julius  Caesar  in 
.C.  47,  made  Herod  and  his 
brother  rulers  over  various 
areas  of  the  country.  Finally 
Anthony  and  Octavian  received 
Herod  in  Rome  and  proclaimed 
him  king  of  Judea.  However, 


later  the  Parthians  over¬ 
ran  Jerusalem  and 
Herod  fled.  After  gain¬ 
ing  Roman  support,  he 
reclaimed  the  city. 

Pretended  Desire  to 
Worship  the  Savior  (2:3- 
8).  Fearing  an  invasion 
from  Parthian  forces, 
Herod  was  disturbed 
n  when  the  Magi  asked 
about  a  new  king.  He  had 
taken  Jerusalem  by  force  and  he 
was  not  about  to  give  it  up.  He 
called  in  his  advisors  (v.  4),  to 
find  out  where  the  birth  would 
happen.  They  told  him  the  pre¬ 
dichon  of  Bethlehem  in  Micah 
5:2.  "But  out  of  you,  Bethlehem, 
in  the  land  of  Judah,  will  come 
a  ruler  who  will  be  the  shep¬ 
herd  of  my  people  Israel"  (v.  6). 

Sometimes  fear  causes  us  to 
do  things  in  secret.  Herod, 
upset  and  fearful,  called  the 
Magi  secretly  to  find  out 
exactly  when  the  star  had 
appeared.  He  asked  them  to 


report  to  him  so  he  could  wor¬ 
ship  the  Christ  child. 

Fulfilled  Desire  to  Worship 
the  Savior  (2:9-11).  Herod  s 
deception  contrasted  with  the 
genuineness  of  the  Magi,  who 
sincerely  wanted  to  worship 
the  Savior.  They  continued  to 
follow  the  star,  which  miracu¬ 
lously  led  them  to  Jesus  (v.  9). 
The  Spirit  still  works  miracles 
id  our  lives,  which  we  cannot, 
take  for  granted.  We  look  for 
miraculous  elements  in  our 
lives  as  God  supernaturally 
leads  us  closer  to  the  Savior. 
Notice  their  reaction  when 
they  sav?  the  star:  "They  were 
overjoyed"  (v.  10),  just  as  we 
are  when  we  perceive  a  mira¬ 
cle.  Imagine  their  joy  when 
they  saw  Jesus!  They  found 
him  at  his  house,  not  in  a 
manger  (v.  11).  When  they  saw 
the  child,  they  reacted  in  sever¬ 
al  ways  —  first,  they  bowed 
before  him,  showing  his 
almighty  power  before  their 


humble  existence  —  even 
though  they  were  kings! 
Second,  they  worshiped  him, 
showing  his  lordship.  Third, 
they  gave  expensive  gifts,  set¬ 
ting  an  example  of  steward¬ 
ship.  Gold  perhaps  t?aid  for  the 


(after  Herod  threatened  to  kill 
Jesus).  Myrrh  perhaps  met  the 
family's  health  needs,  since  it 
was  a  pain  reliever.  Incense  ful¬ 
filled  the  family's  spiritual 
need.  In  Exodus  30:9  God 
approved  incense  for  tradition¬ 
al  worship  services.  This  gift 
enabled  Mary  and  Joseph  to 
worship  in  style! 

The  Magi's  worship  encour¬ 
ages  us  to  worship  as  we  cele¬ 
brate  Christ's  birth.  It  also 
encourages  us  to  give  our  time, 
our  service,  and  our  money  for 
missions  or  benevolence.  What 
will  you  give  him  this 
Christmas? 

Ellison  is  a  consultant  in  the 
Miss.  Woman's  Missionary  Union. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Celebrating  in  Joy 

Matthew  1:20-21;  I  John  4:7-17 


By  Debbie  Sills _ 

Only  four  more  shopping 
days  left!  At  least  that  is  now 
our  world  views  December  21. 
It  seems  Christmas  begins  earli¬ 
er  each  year.  Stores  begin 
putting  out  red  and  green  deco¬ 
rations  as  early  as  October  and 
the  mad  rush  to  get  that  perfect 
present  at  the  best  bargain  price 
consumes  most  shopper's 
attention  for  months.  How 
often  do  we  really  consider 
what  the  season  is  all  about? 
How  often  do  we  consider  why 
we  give  and  receive  presents 
and  gather  with  our  family 
members?  Hopefully,  the 
meaning  behind  our  actions 
and  traditions  goers  beyond 
mere  expectations.  Our  actions 


during  this  season, 
and  throughout  the 
year  for  that  matter, 
should  reflect  our  Sil 
enjoyment  of  the  love 
God  revealed  to  us  through  the 
birth  of  his  Son. 

Love  Explains  (Matt  1:20- 
21).  Have  you  ever  thought 
how  different  this  passage 
would  be  if  Joseph  had  been 
unwilling  to  accept  the  angel's 
explanation  of  Mary's  pregnan¬ 
cy/  What  would  be  your  reac¬ 
tion  if  your  wife-to-be  or 
daughter  were  in  this  situation? 
Joseph's  reaction  is  incredible. 
It  is  important  to  note  here  that 
God  knew  what  type  of  person 
Joseph  was.  He  knew  his  faith 
and  ne  entrusted  his  Son  to  this 
loving,  nurturing  family. 


Joseph  was  a  man  of 
integrity  and  took  his 
responsibility  to  Mary 
seriously.  Much  more 
than  this  however,  he 
took  his  love  for  his  God 
seriously.  He  was  obedi¬ 
ent  to  God  and  loved 
him  enough  to  follow 
God's  direction. 

These  verses  remind 
us  of  God's  love  for 
mankind.  He  became  human  to 
lead  us  out  of  the  darkness  of 
sin.  He  also  reminds  us  of  the 
importance  of  family.  Families 
take  on  many  shapes  and 
forms,  but  the  underlying  mes¬ 
sage  is  the  same  —  God  places 
importance  on  the  responsibili¬ 
ty  of  families.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  God  chose  to  place  nis 
Son  in  a  family  that  was  just 
beginning  instead  of  one  that 
had  already  been  established. 
Perhaps  one  reason  for  this  was 
because  he  wanted  them  to 
experience  all  things  together 
as  a  family. 


God  gives  each  of  us  special 
people  in  our  lives.  Sometimes 
our  family  members  are  the  last 
ones  to  which  we  show  appre¬ 
ciation  and  love.  Christmas  is 
about  God's  love  for  his  chil¬ 
dren.  He  chose  to  reveal  his 
love  for  man  within  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  a  family. 

Love  Exhibits  (I  John  4:7- 
10).  The  theme  we  have  been 
studying  in  this  unit  is  God's 
love.  John  continues  this  theme 
by  explaining  further  how  God 
has  exhibited  his  love  for  man. 
God  sent  his  Son  to  be  bom  on 
earth,  grow  up  to  be  a  young 
man,  and  die  a  horrible  death 
on  a  cross.  John  brings  out  a 
very  important  point  in  verse 
10.  Humans  did  not  love  God; 
God  loved  us.  Christ's  birth 
was  God's  initiation,  not  a 
response  to  man's  love  for  him. 
God  made  the  first  step  and 
provided  the  sacrifice  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  sin.  He  loves  us 
regardless  of  how  much,  or  lit¬ 
tle  we  love  him. 


Love  Expands  (I  John  4:11- 

17).  Just  knowing  that  God 
loves  us  should  cause  a  tremen¬ 
dous  bubbling  in  our  heart.  Do 
you  remember  your  first  love? 
Wasn't  it  exciting  and  joyful  to 
learn  someone  loved  you?  Are 
you  experiencing  the  excite¬ 
ment  and  joy  of  God's  love? 
His  divine  love  is  greater  than 
any  other  love  we  will  ever 
experience.  Many  around  us 
have  never  experienced  God's 
love.  They  have  never  known 
the  true  joy  of  being  loved. 
Showing  love  to  those  around 
us  is  what  God  asks  of  us.  His 
love  is  too  magnificent  to  be 
kept  a  secret. 

During  this  wonderful  sea¬ 
son  remember  why  God  chose 
to  send  his  Son.  He  loves  us 
more  than  our  human  brains 
can  conceive  and  he  wants  us 
to  show  that  love  to  others 
through  our  words  and 
through  our  actions. 

Silts  is  advertising  coordinator 
for  The  Baptist  Record. 


Savior  by  one  individual  affect  the  shepherds?  How  did  (2£5-32).  This  last  section  is  a 

heart  at  a  time.  they  respond?  They  did  two  wonderful  reminder  of  God's 

There  were  shepherds  things.  They  hurried  off  to  see  faithfulness  and  personal  connec- 

in  the  fields.  A  normal  the  sign  (v.  12)  and  when  they  tion  with  each  one  of  his  children, 

night  was  split  apart  by  had  seen  him,  they  spread  the  Simeon  was  a  righteous  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord!  word  concerning  what  had  devout  man.  He  followed  God 

Tney  were  living  their  been  told  them  about  Jesus.  and  the  Holy  Spirit  was  upon 

lives,  doing  their  job  and  We  are  compelled  to.  do  the  him.  God  had  revealed  to  him 

_ _ _  _  God  came  with  a  message,  same.  While  there  is  no  baby  in  that  he  would  see  the  Chnst 

The  study  theme  for  this  tion,  °you  marde  the  ,  The  message  was  about  a  manger  for  us  to  hurry  off  and  he  did. 

month  is  "Change  The  World."  team,  you  do  not  Jesus.  It  was  wonderful  and  see,  we  can  still  see  him  in  God  eyes  for  each  one  of  us 

It  is  a  challenge  we  need  to  have  a  disease,  you  fresh  news  about  a  baby  our  mind.  He  is  a  crucified  and  and  is  so  faithful  to  work  in  our 

always  keep  before  us.  Do  you  are  going  to  have  a  baby  .  .  .  who  was  bom  to  "save"  us.  risen  Lord.  *  lives.  When  Simeon  saw  Jesus 

really  believe  your  life  can  Good  news!  We  like  to  get  it  There  is  something  about  We  need  to  see  him.  We  need  he  knew  who  he  was.  He  quot- 

make  a  difference  in  this  and  we  can't  wait  to  share  it.  familiarity  that  destroys  moti-  to  dailv  see  him  and  remember  ed  Isaiah  in  praising  God.  Jesus 

world?  God  said  it  could.  Luke  retells  an  event  that  vation.  Don't  let  the  Christmas  what .  he  did  for  us  and  let  it  would  be  a  light  for  revelation 

Last  week's  scripture  quotes  was  the  best  news  the  world  story  be  so  familiar  that  it  loses  change  our  focus.  to  the  Gentiles  and  for  the  elory 

Jesus  as  saying,  '  iou  are  the  ever  received!  The  best  part  is  its  excitement  and  motivation  C.  S.  Lewis  wrote  that  all  of  of  Israel,  Jews,  and  non-Jews, 

light  of  the  world."  Light  does  this  good  news  is  for  everyone;  for  you.  Jesus  is  Lord  and  human  history  comes  down  to  Salvation  for  everyone,  freely 

change  things.  It  makes  a  all  people  for  all  time.  The  news  Savior.  We  all  need  him  to  live  this  one  little  point,  as  tiny  as  ,  offered,  is  ours  to  receive,  expe- 

remarkable  difference  in  the  is  that  a  Savior  is  bom!  God  in  this  world  everyday.  Christ  the  tip  of  a  Roman  spear:  a  rience,  enjoy,  and  share.  Jesus 

darkness.  We  have  seen  what  came  to  earth!  He  was  bom  for  the  Lord  is  living  in  me  and  baby  bom  to  a  teenage  girl  in  said  he  came  to  give  abundant 

God  wants  to  do  through  us.  us!  He  is  Lord!  directing  me,  step  by  step,  an  obscure  part  of  the  world.  life.  Part  of  that  will  only  be 

This  week  we  take  a  closer  look  Nothing  will  ever  change  the  moment  by  moment.  Imagine  When  we  really  see  him,  experienced  as  we  know  the  joy 
at  the  wonderful  message  we  news,  but  the  news  affects  each  yourself  in  the  fields  with  the  we  too  will  want  to  share.  We  of  leading  someone  to  him. 

have  to  share.  person  according  to  the  wav  shepherds.  Listen  to  the  angel,  have  the  cure  for  the  disease  Don't  miss  it!  You  have  good 

A  Message  About  Jesus  he /she  receives  it  and  responds  Focus  on  the  message.  of  the  world  and  it  is  ours  to  news  to  share.  Share  it! 

(2:8-12).  Good  news!  to  it.  He  came  as  the  Savior  to  A  Message  to  oe  Shared  giveaway.  Lum  is  a  consultant  in  the 

Everybody  likes  it,  everybody  the  world,  but  he  is  received  as  (2:16-18).  How  did  the  message  A  Message  For  All  People  Miss.  Baptist  Evangelism  Dept. 
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wants  to  hear  it  .  .  . 
vou  pot  the  oromo- 
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Struggling  toward  maturity 

Gen.  32:22-32 


Edna  Martin  Ellison 


This  week  we  continue  our 
story  of  the  struggle  in  Jacob's 
life  as  he  moves  from  selfish¬ 
ness  to  servanthood.  Perhaps 
the  biggest  obstacle  Jacob  had 
to  overcome  was  his  own  per¬ 
sonality.  After  he  left  home  fol¬ 
lowing  his  brother  Esau's  threat 
to  kill  him,  he  moved  to  Haran, 
where  his  mother's  family  had 
lived.  As  usual,  Jacob  remained 
in  trouble  constantly.  He  fell  in 
love  with  a  younger  sister,  had 
to  marry  her  older  sister,  finally 
gaining  the  younger  wife  he 
sought.  As  a  husband,  he  dealt 
with  jealousy  and  infertility 
with  nis  usual  lack  of  iude- 


usual  lack  of  judg¬ 


ment.  As  a  business¬ 
man,  he  caused  trou¬ 
ble  between  his  men  ... 

and  his  father-in-law  Ellison 
Laban's  men  over  use 
of  the  livestock.  Finally  he  ran 
away  from  Haran,  urging  his 
wives  to  steal  household  gods 
as  they  left.  Laban  quickly  pur¬ 
sued  him.  At  last  —  at  Laban's 
suggestion  —  they  made  a 
covenant  between  them,  build¬ 
ing  monuments  to  peace  (Gen 
31:44).  After  Laban  nad  kissed 
his  grandchildren  and  blessed 
them,  Jacob  continued  on  his 
journey.  The  years  in  Haran 
nad  been  marked  by  econom¬ 
ic  conflict  and  family  prob¬ 
lems,  but  not  by  any  notable 
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Living  in  Victory 

I  John  5:1-12 


£ 


By  Debbie  Sills _ 

The  Verifying  Love  (5:1-3). 
The  overwhelming  message  of  1 
John  has  been  God’s  love  for 
mankind  and  our  love  for  others. 
Christians  have  a  responsibility 
to  show  love  to  others.  Our 
actions  should  reflect  the  love 
God  has  given  to  us.  Verse  three 
has  an  unusual  statement  that 
needs  to  be  understood  clearly. 
John  states  that  God's  command¬ 
ments  are  not  burdensome.  He 
of  course  is  referring  to  the  com¬ 
mandments  to  love  God  with  all 
our  heart,  mind,  and  soul,  and  to 
love  others  as  we  love  ourselves. 
John  is  not  saying  that  obedience 
to  these  commandments  is  easy 
for  a  person  to  achieve  simply 
because  he  is  a  Christian.  On  the 


contrary,  it  is  never  easy 
to  love  someone  we  do 
not  like  or  who  does  not  Sil 
love  us  back.  Living  in 
harmony  with  one  another  is  vir¬ 
tually  impossible  in  today's 
world.  Values  and  morals  vary 
greatly  and  our  human  capacity 
to  love  others  is  too  incomplete 
to  fulfill  these  commandments 
on  our  own.  God  wants  to  love 
others  through  us.  He  wants  us 
to  love  him  and  allow  his  love  to 
flow  through  us  to  those  around 
us.  His  love  is  what  makes  the 
impossible  possible.  We  can  not 
humanly  love  others  with  divine 
love.  Only  God  can  do  that 
through  us. 

Think  about  things  you  do  for 
your  spouse,  children,  or  family. 
Would  some  of  these  things  be 
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Acts  13:1-3;  14:26-27;  26:15-19;  Gal.  2:7-10 


Don  Lum 


What  is  a  missionary? 
Webster  says  it  is  a  person  sent 
to  convert  the  heathen  or  unbe¬ 
lievers.  Unbelievers  are  every¬ 
where.  Some  are  mine  and  your 
neighbors  and  some  are  in 
China  and  other  distant  lands. 
As  we  get  to  know  and  follow 
Christ  with  our  lives,  we  will 
share  with  others.  We  can't  help 
it,  if  we  really  have  our  Fathers 
heart.  We  want  to  be  obedient 
to  him  and  we  will  love  others. 
In  that  sense,  all  of  us  are  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Every  believer  is  called  to 
“missions,  but  that  is  not  what 
this  lesson  is  about.  This 
lessons  deals  with  God  calling 
people  to  go  away  from  famil¬ 
iar  surroundings  and  share 


the  good  news 
where  there  is  not  a 
church  on  every  LUItl 

corner.  ’  , 

We  will  look  at  Paul,  who  is 
often  referred  to  as  the  first  mis¬ 
sionary,  and  see  some  character¬ 
istics  of  his  ministry.  As  we 
study,  remember  there  are  unbe¬ 
lievers  all  around  our  world  and 
God  is  still  calling  people  to  go. 
Could  he  be  calling  you? 

Missionaries  are  Called 
(Acts  26:15-19;  Gal.  2:7-10).  This 
first  passage  is  Paul's  defense 
before  Agrippa.  It  is  his  person¬ 
al  testimony.  After  many  years 
of  sendee  to  the  Lord,  Paul  is 
recalling  how  he  met  God  and 
what  God  told  him  to  do.  It  is 
the  story  of  a  call  to  missions,  a 
story  that  is  still  being  repeated 
today  in  many  lives. 


spiritual  progress  in 
Jacob's  life. 

A  Lonely  Ordeal 
(Gen.  32:22-25).  As  Jacob 
moved  his  livestock  to 
graze  in  Edom,  he  real¬ 
ized  that  was  the  place 
where  his  brother,  Esau, 
had  settled.  His  spiritual 
struggles  came  to  a  climax 
n  as  he  nervously  prepared 
for  a  meeting  with  Esau. 
He  sent  out  messengers,  who 
reported  Esau  coming  with  four 
hundred  men.  Fearing  death,  he 
exhibited  humility  for  the  first 
time  in  a  prayerful  plea  to  God. 
Then  he  prepared  gifts  for  Esau 
and  planned  a  buffer  of  livestock, 
servants,  and  family  between 
him  and  his  brother  as  he 
approached.  He  sent  them  across 
the  Jabok  River  and  then  he  lav 
down  to  sleep  alone  (w.  22-23). 
However,  he  did  not  sleep  that 
night.  "A  man  wrestled  with  him 
till  daybreak"  (v.  24),  dislocating 


burdens  for  you  if  they 
were  for  a  total  stranger? 
A  burden  ceases  to  be  a 
burden  when  love  is 
involved.  It  is  easy  to  do 
things  out  of  love  for  our 
family  —  people  we 
know  we  love.  Ffowever, 
it  is  more  difficult  to  do 
these  same  things  out  of 
love  for  a  stranger.  We 
need  to  remember  that  we  are  a 
part  of  a  larger  family  —  the 
family  of  God.  God  cloes  not 
make  the  commandment  to  love 
less  difficult.  Instead,  he  pro¬ 
vides  us  the  strength  and 
courage  we  need  to  love  others. 

The  Overcoming  Faith  (5:4- 
5).  In  verse  four,  John  tells  us 
that  Christians  have  victory 
over  the  world.  The  victory 
comes  from  our  faith  in  Jesus.  If 
we  believe  God  cared  enough 
for  man  to  leave  his  throne  and 
come  down  to  earth  to  suffer,  be 
rejected,  and  die,  then  our  faith 
has  its  beginning.  Having  faith 
means  believing  Jesus  is  the  Son 


In  verse  16  he  is  told 
that  he  is  being  appointed 
a  minister  and  a  witness. 
In  verse  17,  Jesus  tells  him 
he  will  be  sent  to  the 
Gentiles.  Paul's  calling 
was  to  a  specific  people 
group. 

His  mission  is  stated  in 
_  verse  18.  Examine  it  care¬ 
fully.  It  is  your  mission  as 
you  come  into  contact 
with  unbelievers  where  you 
are,  and  it  is  also  your  mission 
if  God  is  sending  you  to  anoth¬ 
er  group  of  people. 

The  mission  is  simple  —  to 
open  their  eves.  Whv .  So  that 
they  may  turn  from  darkness  to 
light;  from  Satan  to  God;  to 
receive  forgiveness  and  an 
inheritance.  There  was  spiritual 
blindness  in  the  world  of  Paul. 
There  is  still  spiritual  blindness 
in  our  world. 

Paul  knew  what  he  was 
called  to  do.  It  was  his  focus 
and  his  goal.  It  is  what  drove 
him  all  his  life. 

In  the  Galatians  passage, 
Paul  restates  his  call  to  the 


Jacob's  hip  (v.  25). 

A  New  Name  (Gen.  32:26- 
29).  Finally,  dawn  came,  with 
neither  Jacob  nor  the  man  win¬ 
ning.  The  man  asked  Jacob  to 
let  nim  go.  Jacob  refused,  ask¬ 
ing  for  a  blessing  (v.  26).  The 
man  asked  Jacob's  name  (v.  27) 
and  said,  "You'll  no  longer  be 
Jacob,  but  Israel,  because  you 
have  struggled  with  God  and 
with  men  and  have  overcome" 
(v.  28).  Imagine  Jacob's  sur¬ 
prise  that  tne  wrestler  was 
God!  The  name  Jacob  meant 
"usurper,"  an  apt  name  for  one 
who  nad  been  Dorn  as  a  twin 
holding  his  older  brother's 
heel  and  had  stolen  his  broth¬ 
er's  birthright  and  blessing 
(Gen.  25:26,  33;  27:27-29).  His 
new  name,  Israel,  signified  a 
struggle  with  God  (v.  28). 
Before  he  left,  the  wrestler  gave 
Jacob  a  blessing. 

An  Aftermath  (Gen  32:30- 
32).  Whenever  we  have  an 


of  God  and  understanding  he 
already  knows  everything  that 
will  ever  happen  to  us.  Our 
faith  in  Christ  gives  us  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  stand  up  to  a  world  of  dis¬ 
couragement  and  defeat. 
Having  the  knowledge  that 
God  is  in  ultimate  control  of  our 
lives  and  wants  the  very  best 
for  us  helps  us  face  our  society 
of  evil.  Our  faith  is  the  key  to 
overcoming  temptations  and 
despair.  However,  we  need  not 
be  dismayed  at  the  size  of  our 
faith.  Quantity  does  not  matter 
to  God.  Our  faith  is  magnified 
through  Christ.  Regardless  of 
how  small  our  fa'ith,  Jesus  gives 
us  the  strength  to  go  on  living 
day  to  day. 

The  Assuring  Witness  (5:6- 

12).  In  these  verses  John  refers  to 
the  witness  of  the  water  and 
blood.  What  John  is  dealing  with 
here  is  the  establishment  of  the 
Messiahship  of  Jesus.  The  wit¬ 
ness  of  the  water  refers  to  the 
baptism  of  Jesus  when  the  Spirit 
descending  upon  Jesus  connrm- 


Gentiles,  the  uncircumcised, 
and  also  refers  to  the  time  the 
church  leaders  reaffirmed  him 
in  his  call  and  asked  him  to 
remember  the  poor  as  he 
went. 

Missionaries  are  Commis¬ 
sioned  (Acts  13:1-3).  This  is  a 
wonderful  passage  describing  a 
church  listening  to  and  being 
obedient  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

While  they  were  worship¬ 
ping  the  Lord  and  "fasting," 
the  Spirit  led  them  to  set  apart 
Paul  and  Barnabas  and  send 
them  out.  The  church  obedient¬ 
ly  became  the  hands  and 
mouth  of  the  Spirit  to  encour¬ 
age  and  pray  for  these  two 
whom  Goa  had  called. 

The  church  is  still  the  hands 
and  mouth  of  the  Spirit  encour¬ 
aging  and  praying  for  those 
God  has  called  and  sent  out 
into  the  world. 

Missionaries  are  Connected 
(Acts  14:  26-27).  This  last  pas¬ 
sage  describes  another  part  the 
local  church  should  play  in 
connection  with  the  "mission¬ 
ary."  Here  we  see  Paul  report¬ 


encounter  with  God,  we  face  a 
crisis.  We  must  make  a  decision 
of  what  we  will  do  in  response 
to  him.  Jacob's  response  was  to 
name  this  place  Peniel,  "the  face 
of  God"  (v.  30).  Before,  when 
Jacob  had  struggled,  he  had 
failed  to  realize  the  importance 
of  a  relationship  with  God.  He 
could  not  even  admit  he  needed 
God.  After  this  encounter,  Jacob 
began  to  grow  in  spiritual 
maturity.  Like  us,  Jacob's  spiri¬ 
tual  growth  involved  great 
struggle,  but  he  discovered  new 
dimensions  of  God's  blessing. 
He  did  not  give  up,  but  was 
persistent  in  asking  for  the 
blessing.  He  lived  a  reverent, 
changed  life  after  he  met  God 
face  to  face.  As  we  struggle,  we 
must  be  persistent  as  we  ask  for 
his  blessings.  Then  we  must  live 
a  changed  life  as  a  result  of  our 
relationship  with  him. 

Ellison  is  a  consultant  in  the 
Miss.  Woman  's  Missionary  Union. 


ing  his  deity.  The  blood  refers  to 
the  life  given  by  his  sacrifice  on 
the  cross.  The  Spirit,  water,  and 
blood  all  point  to  the  perfect 
Savior.  Believing  in  this  Savior  is 
what  assures  us  of  eternal  life  — 
a  life  that  begins  when  we 
become  a  Christian,  not  after  we 
die.  We  experience  eternal  happi¬ 
ness  and  joy  today,  not  just  after 
our  life  is  over  here  on  earth. 

Believing  in  Christ  as  the 
Messiah  means  much  more  than 
accepting  what  he  says  is  true;  it 
calls  for  a  commitment  for  us  to 
place  our  lives  in  his  hands.  Once 
we  do  this  our  lifestyle  will 
reflect  that  commitment.  Have 
you  accepted  Christ  as  the  Savior 
of  the  world  and  the  personal 
Savior  of  your  life?  Does  your 
life  reflect  a  commitment  to 
Christ?  Can  others  around  you 
see  your  commitment  to  Christ? 
All  you  need  to  do  is  commit 
your  life  to  Christ  and  accept  his 
free  gift  of  eternal  life. 

Suls  is  advertising  coordinator 
for  The  Baptist  Record. 


ing  to  the  church  what  God  had 
done  through  them  among  the 
Gentiles.  We  do  need  to  near 
from  our  missionaries  so  we 
can  better  pray  for  them  and 
minister  to  them.  Many  times 
God  uses  these  report  times  to 
speak  to  others. 

During  this  season  of  prayer 
for  International  Missions  and 
the  receiving  of  the  Lottie 
Moon  Offering,  eveiy  church 
needs  to  hear  again  tne  stories 
of  missionaries  around  the 
world.  When  Christian  people 
hear  what  God  is  doing, 
Christian  people  are  motivated 
to  pray  and  give. 

Conclusion.  As  this  new 
year  begins,  these  are  a  few 
things  you  can  do.  Pray  for 
specific  missionaries.  Get  to 
know  a  missionary  this  year 
personally 

Finally,  be  aware  of  what 
God  is  doing  in  your  own  life. 
Just  like  what  Paul  experienced 
in  his  life,  you  might  experi¬ 
ence  in  your  own.  Fie  still  calls! 

Lum  is  a  consultant  in  the 
Miss.  Baptist  Evangelism  Dept. 
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Mrs.  Annette  Schimpf 
Frankie  A  Bill  Warren 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  R.  Shaw 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Shivers 
Howard  A  Ida  Mae  Bridges 
Elmer  Sbalts 
Mrs.  Anita  S.  Williams 
ADyne  Simmons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  H.  Cleveland 
Mr.  Shelby  Simmons 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  C.  Polk 
Lydia  Sima 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  Fortenberry 
Charlene  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Werner  Woods 
Garland  Smith 
Mrs.  Amye  Wiggs  A  Family 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 


baptist  QUilXtett’s 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dean  Foster 
Mr.  B.  T.  Curtis 
Nancy  R.  Brinkley 
Mrs.  Willard  H.  Robinson 


Ronny  E.  Robinson.  Executive 
Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Martin 
Mrs.  Bobbie  Hartley 
Joe  Hartley  SSC  FBC/Batesville 
Mary  Florence  Harvey 
Ms.  Patricia  Walston 
Waytnon  Hatcher 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mbs  Edith  Hemeter 
Ms.  Virginia  D.  Martin 
Mrs.  Margueritte  C.  Howell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Moran  M.  Pope  Jr. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Shaw  Hemphill 
Gallman  Baptist  Church 
Bertie  Alyene  Clark 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Frye 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louis  C.  Magee 
Ms.  Mary  N.  Starrett 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  H  Jones 
Mrs.  Beatrice  J.  Woodale 
Elois  Hunter  SSC  FBC-McComb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  J  Skelton 
Ms.  Beatrice  J.  Woodall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Craig  O.  Haskins 
Mrs.  Carl  O.  Haskins 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  Murray 
Ms.  Jeanne  Y.  Tapp 
Walter  Hemphill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Bryson 
James  Oliver  Henry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  C.  Hams 
Mr.  W.  B.  Hem 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  P  McMurchy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mrs.  Hasseltine  B.  DeBoe 
Mrs.  Gladys  Hester 
Misses  Fern  A  Dixie  Puttie 
Mrs.  Janice  Highstreet 
Lynn  Brewer 

Ms.  Michelle  Hollingswotth 

Mrs.  Lucille  HUderbrand 

Immanuel  B  Lucille  Hilderbrand 

SSC 

Willie  R.  Hopkins 

Mrs.  Ruth  Hogan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alan  E.  Cross 
Mrs.  Ruby  Hollingsworth 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  H.  Cleveland 


Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory 


George  T.  Flynt 
Betty  Derrick 
Mrs.  Eleanor  B.  Bass 

Mr.  Diabtn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Reese  Douglas  Jr. 
Mr.  Will  Dodds 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buddy  Donahoe 
Mr.  Carl  Donahoe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buddy  Donahoe 
John  N.  Dowdle 
Sam  Stevens  Motors.  Inc. 

Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  B.  Cantelou 

Allgood  SSC  FBC  -  Columbus 

Rick  Humphreys 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Murphy 

Mr.  A  Mrs  S  B.  Plau  III 

Bell  Liquefied  Gas.  Inc. 

Doss  Butane  Co..  Inc. 

National  Bank  of  Commerce 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Barksdale 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  E.  Griffin  Jr. 

Mrs.  Geneva  Y.  Kennedy 

Mrs  Wayne  Tyler 

Mrs.  Edith  T.  Browning 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Fans 

Mr  A  Mrs  Wauford  B  Honnoll 

Mrs.  Lloyd  W.  Kitchens 

Mrs.  H.  T.  Carter 

Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Honnoll 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  F  Mallory  Jr. 

-  Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  Russell  Jr. 

Mrs.  Marshall  Dowdh 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doyle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Rochester 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

NOV.  1, 1997- 
NOV.  30, 1997 

HONORS 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Barber 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marvin  M.  Hefner 
Mrs.  Carolyn  M.  Moore 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Bell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  D.  Lynch 
Lawrence  Bennett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Coward  Jr. 
Paul  Stegall  A  Boys 
Ms.  Mania  Stegall 
Lisa  Bernard 
Ms.  Louie  M.  Carter 
Mrs.  Jaxie  M.  Bishop 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Barber 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Bass 
Mr.  Paul  Baggett 
Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 
Mr.  Al  Beaton 
Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 


Amye  Wiggs 
Mr.  Dollar  Newsome 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  Woods 


Mr.  Reggie  Jones 
Robert  M.  Norwood,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Andy  N.  Hisscox 
Mr.  A.  M.  Palmer 
Brenda  Goldman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Otis  P  Key 
Mazell  Pilgrim 
Mike  A  Wendy  Pilgrim 
Mr.  Cecil  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Iverson  Me  Key 
Bobby  Parttridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Taylor 
Gcnell  Taylor 
Milton  E.  Pell 
Doris  Brown 
Sonny  A  Jackie  Lewis 
Thomas  A  Cecelia  Riley 
M.  W.  West 


Chateau  Ridgeland  Resident  A  Staff 

Rev.  Jody  Lightsey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hoyt  Forbes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  C.  Hull 
Ms.  Effie  Pearl  Lively 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elliott  F.  Thomas  Sr. 
Margaret  Caldwell  Love 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  C  Hull 
Mr.  Lake 

Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mr.  K.  B.  Lum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sidney  M.  Beaver 
Mr.  M.  A.  Later 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Albert  F  Dribben 
Brandy  Douglas’s  Aunt  Mag 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Reese  Douglas  Jr. 

M.  W.  Magee 
Miss  Ina  Lou  Patten 


Mrs.  Ray  A.  Whelan  Jr. 


Nancy  R.  Brinkley 
Mrs.  Willard  H  Robinson 

Dot  Drees 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W  Southerland  Jr. 

Mrs.  Lola  C.  Duckworth 

Brig.  Gen.  A  Mrs.  E.  W.  Montgomery 

Clara  Durr 

Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Thornton 
Warren  B.  Dykes 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Norman  Crochet 
Mr.  Glen  M.  Milton 
Silver  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Sue  Davis 
Wayne  C.  Early 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Russum 


Rev.  A  Mrs.  Norman  Crochet 

Mrs.  Horn 

Bovina  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  David  C.  Lee 

Gay  Bre  Become,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Devo  Lancaster 


Chateau  Ridgeland  Resident  A  Staff 


Sue  Box 

Ms  Lucille  P  McLaunn 


Nancy  R.  Brinkley 
Mrs.  Willard  H.  Robinson 
W.  J.  Martin,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Ronald  E  Carlyle 
Mrs.  Othal  Massey 
Ms.  Maids  Stegall  A  Family 
Herbert  Me  Duff 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  George  McFadden 
Si  loam  Baptist  Church 
Jorrne  McGebee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Barlow 
Mrs.  Marie  McGilvery 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Reese  Douglas  Jr. 
Mrs.  Marlene  McPhaU 
Darrell  Charles  McPhail 
W.  D.  McWilliams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 
Howard  Melton,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 


Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Dot  Phillips 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Ms.  Will  Agnes  Pickett 
Bobbie  Brace 
Mrs.  Marcie  A.  Ralston 
Ms.  Oma  L.  Lupo 
Grafton  Pickle,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Grafton  Pickle  Jr. 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Douglas 
Mrs.  Clark  V.  Smith  A  Family 
Mrs.  Floarie  Jaraagia 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  C.  Dorris 
Mrs.  Mary  Ethel  Jamagin 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Albert  E  Keahey 
Mr.  James  Herman  Johnson 
Keith  A  Jean  Sullivan 
Mrs.  OHe  Johnaan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Culpepper 
Vivian  Mcknight  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  A.  Milam 
E.B.  Jones 
Mrs.  P.  L.  Flash 
Jan  Terry  Jones 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Bass 
Rev.  Bill  Sellers 

Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Tfcd  Shepherd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 

Mr.  Craig  Slay 
Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Smith 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Bass 
Mrs.  Eileen  Stokes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  A.  Anders  A  Family 
Mrs.  Roberta  Stroud 
Mr.  A  Mrs  W  T.  Teas  ley 
Mrs.  Virgie  Towles 
Mrs.  Donald  A.  Baker 
Mr.  Darry  Wallace 
Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 
Dr.  Bill  Welch 
Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 
Mr.  Ernest  Wells 
Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 
Mr.  Mike  Werae 
Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Ruth  Wilburn 
Lydia  SSC. Calvary  BC 
Rev.  Jim  &  Mrs.  Joy  Yates 
Ms.  Ruth  R.  Ferguson 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Ms.  Zillah  Easterling 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  P.  Gillespie 
Mr.  Wayne  S.  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Estess  Jr. 
Ms.  Aim  F.  Ruscoe 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Garth  E  Tindle 
Mr  Daniel  D.  Vassel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Mr.  W.  E.  Elkins 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy  A 
Staff 

Mrs.  I.ula  Emanuel 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 

Mrs.  Nell  N.  Epperson 
Howard  A  Ida  Mae  Bridges 
Mr.  Clarence  L.  Evans 
Lucille  Bell 
Mr  A  Mrs  Otto  Bell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dolton  Haggan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Billy  C  McDonald 
Mr  A  Mrs  .Ragan  Walters 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Buddy  Donahoe 
Miss  Mary  ioa  Flowers 
Mrs.  Anna  W.  Simmons 
Robin  Forbes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hoyt  Forties 
Dorothy  Frederick 
Mrs.  Gladys  Frederick 
Mimes  Francis  A  Vencie  Gianfo 
Mrs  Anna  W.  Simmons 
Mary  Gladney 
Ms.  Catherine  L.  Lentz 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Jewell  S.  Golmoo 
Mr.  A  Mrs  William  L.  Peeler 
Mr.  Bill  (Goodnight 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Wiley  C.  Gordaa 
Mrs.  Ellen  Purvis 
Mrs.  Wilma  Crammer 
Adams  and  Union  Baptist  Assn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  K.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Betty  B.  Anders 
Mrs.  Lottie  Grantham 
Euzelian  SSC  Raymond  BC 
Mn.  C  D  Spell 
Mrs.  Lorene  Gullet 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alan  E.  Cross 
Della  Blakely  Poe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Archie  C.  Leggett 
Martha  Kirk 
Mrs.  Rena  Polk 
Howard  A  Ida  Mae  Bridges 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ray  T.  Martin 
Friendship  SS  Wood vi lie  Heights  BC 


Frances  ft  Rich  Defenbaugh 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mr.  Cecil  Burns 
Ridgecrest  BC  Chandler's  SSC 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mrs.  Jane  Burns 
TEL.  SSC-  Harrisburg  BC 
Bea  Burt 

Lamar  ft  Sherry  Foote 
Mrs.  Kathy  Burt 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 
Miss  Nannie  B.  Cade 
Mrs.  Imogenc  L  Penn 
Frances  W.  Caffey 
Shelsie  ft  DeLatt  Ross 
Mrs.  Sarah  N.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Kate  Carabre 
‘Billie  Robinson 
Mrs.  Ella  Chadwick 
Mrs  Anna  W.  Simmons 
Bill  Chisholm 
George  T.  Flynt 
Issac  Clark 

Naomi  ft  Paula  Davidson 

Mr.  Dan  C.  Clarke 
Mr.  John  W  Prewitt  Jr. 

Betty  M.  Prewitt 
Betty  Jo  Cline 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Julian  E.  Sides  Jr. 
Inez  Cofer 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Trent  L.  Howell 


As  this  centennial  year  of  the  Baptist 
Children  s  Village  ministry  draws  to  a  close , 
we  thank  you  for  your  friendship,  good  will 
and  gifts  that  have  made  these  100  years 
possible.  We  sincerely  wish  you  and  your 
family  a  very  Merry  Christmas  and  all  the 
happiness  that  a  prosperous  New  Year  can 
bring.  We  look  forward  to  another  100  years 
made  possible  by  friends  like  you. 

BCV  Staff  and  Children 


MEMORIALS 


Sister  of  Ossie  Russell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hugh  V.  Britt 
Mr.  James  Atkins 
Came  ft  Gus  Evans 
Victor  Heflin  Bailey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Vernon  Reans 
Phillip  Bankston 
Alpine  South.  Inc. 

Mr.  Marty  Barfield 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Doc  Oakman 
Mr.  James  B.  Barlow 
Nancy  R.  Brinkley 
Mrs.  Willard  H.  Robinson 
Mrs.  Clara  Barlow 
Nancy  R.  Brinkley 
Mrs.  Willard  H  Robinson 
WlIHe  Mae  Dorn  Barnett 
Mr  A  Mrs.  John  C  Webb 
Mrs.  Leta  Mae  Beall 


Ms.  Virginia  D  Martin 
Mr.  Cook 

Mrs.  Rachel  C  Browning 

Sudie  B.  Cooper 

Jim  ft  Iris  Tillson 

Mr.  Marshall  “Sonny”  Craig 

Vicki  ft  David  Lavender 


Medical  machine  marks  ministry  milestone 


By  Chris  Potts 

Baptist  Press  Correspondent 


pie  were  coming  from  hundreds  of  miles." 

Getting  people  in  the  door,  he  says, 
means  everything  for  a  medical  missionary 
—  not  just  for  the  chance  to  treat  their  ail¬ 
ments  and  pains,  but  for  a  chance  to  present 
the  gospel  in  a  clear,  unmistakable  way. 

Tnat's  why  when  Derbyshire  hears 
"Lottie  Moon,"  he  so  often  thinks  of  Sarin. 


CHANDLER,  Ariz.  (BP)  —  For  many 
Southern  Baptists,  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  International 
Missions  has  become  a  vague,  if  hallowed, 
tradition,  a  different-colored  envelope  in 
the  pew  rack,  about  the  time  the  weather 
turns  cold. 

For  Doug  Derbyshire  —  a  Southern 
Baptist  International  Mission  Board  med-  removed  his  gallbladder,  and 
ical  missionary  to  Thailand  —  the  offering  had  recovered  —  shared  Jesus 
is  something  much  more  tangible.  "He  said,  'I  have  been  here 

It's  the  ultrasound  machine  standing  in  Derbyshire  remembers.  '"Wh< 
a  comer  of  the  spartan  hospital  where  he  can  I  do  so  I  can  become  a 
works  —  and  it's  all  the  lives  that  machine  "'There  is  no  ceremony,'  I  tol 
has  let  him  impact  for  eternity.  just  ask  Christ  into  your  heart. 

"Lottie  Moon  directly  affects  what  we  "'I'll  do  that  right  now,'  he  s 

do,"  says  Derbyshire,  currently  on  fur-  "Now,  Sarin  had  never  pn 

lough  in  Chandler,  Ariz.  "Lottie  Moon  So  he  just  prayed,  looking  me  s 
offerings  bought  our  hospital  an  ultra-  eye:  'God,  from  this  day  on,  yo 
sound  machine,  and  it  has  helped  me  boss,  and  I  will  be  your  slave.' 
immensely.  Looking  around,  Derbyshire 

"Within  seconds,"  Derbyshire  says,  of  of  the  other  patients  were  lister 
using  the  machine  for  the  first  time,  "peo-  as  he  and  Sarin  talked  aboi 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

My  name  is  Christy  Coleman.  I  am  10 
years  old.  I'm  in  4th  grade.  I  like  basketball, 
soccer.  Super  Nintendo,  computers.  Camp 
TIck-A-Witha,  and  I  love  horses.  I  have  short 
brown  hair  and  I  attend  West  Heights 
Baptist  Church.  I  love  to  write  people.  I  hope 
I  find  a  pen  pal  soon. 

Please  write  to: 

430  West  Reynolds 
Pontotoc,  MS  38863 


Christmas 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


Each  child  is  a  work  of 
You  are  correct  that  he  will  God,  "fearfully  and  wonder- 
outgrow  his  bedwetting.  The  fully  made."  (Ps.  139:14).  The 
best  action  you  can  take  is  to  Bible  contains  many  stories  of 
not  make  a  Dig  deal  out  of  this  people  who  turned  out  good 
—  you  don't  want  to  shame  despite  poor  parenting,  and 
him  and  cause  psychological  also  people  who  didn’t  turn 
scarring.  This  is  a  matter  of  out  so  good  despite  excellent 
bladder  control  and  physical  parenting, 
maturity,  not  poor  parenting.  As  Christians,  we  must 
Monitor  his  liquid  intake  in  the  look  upon  each  person  as  an 
evening  and  make  sure  he  goes  individual  and  avoid  pre- 
to  the  bathroom  at  bedtime,  judging  anyone  on  the  basis  of 
Take  him  to  the  bathroom  their  past.  We  must  also  affirm 
again  before  you  go  to  bed.  good  behavior  and  seek  to 
Make  it  his  responsibility  to  correct  and  encourage  those 
help  you  take  the  wet  sheets  off  who  are  "acting  out"  with  bad 
the  bed  and  replace  them  with  behavior, 
clean  ones.  Use  this  as  a  teach-  Recall  that  Jesus  had  one 
able  moment  to  instill  in  your  follower  who  betrayed  him, 
child  responsibility  and  self-  one  who  denied  him,  and  nine 
discipline.  If  you  are  concerned  others  who  simply  weren't 
that  there  may  be  a  medical  there.  How  did  Jesus  react  to 
problem,  consult  your  son's  their  conduct? 
doctor.  Mainly,  you  should  Parents  don't  always  turn 
relax  and  praise  the  good  out  as  we  (and  their  children) 
nights  when  he  doesn't  wet  the  wish.  Our  job  as  Christians  is 
bed.  If  you  approach  the  prob-  to  pray  for  the  people  in  these 
lem  in  a  loving,  Christian  man-  unfortunate  situations  and 


Disappearing  Act! 

When  we  decide  to  become  followers  of  Christ  and  give  our  lives  to 
Him,  the  Bible  says  He  forgives  our  sins  and  remembers  them  no 
more  (Heb.  8:12)  How  can  that  happen?  The  sins  just  disappear! 
Where  do  they  go?  The  answer  is  hidden  in  this  grid  of  letters.  Cross 
out  every  letter  S,  I.  &  N  except  the  last  two  S’s'Then  copy  the  left¬ 
over  letters  in  order  in  the  spaces  below 


Biblio  cipher 


KCJ  HRJSLE  SL  ERT  TXY 


jSURETCDLXTLL  EC  TWTJG 


CXT  ERQE  ZTOSTWTER. 

JCAQXL  ETX:  KCDJ 
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